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plea whatsoever.   Indeed the duty of subjecting the doctrines
one professes to the final test of realization, is the advice given
by every teacher, good and bad alike.   There is no real Know-
ledge other than the realization of truths already immanent in the
mind, waiting to be unveiled as soon as the obscuring passions
and self-delusions have been cleared away.   Moreover, though
reverence for the person of the teacher runs through the web
of tradition like a central thread, it is not expected of the pupil
that he shall blind himself to the fact of human deficiencies in
Ms master's life.   His private faults are not supposed to impair
the authority of his teaching for the disciple, or to diminish
the latter's obedience and devotion to the master.   It is, how-
ever, bad form for the latter ever to speak disparagingly of his
master to others.   Whatever he may notice, he must continue
to treat him with the respect due to an inspired guide.   In this
matter the wording of the books is emphatic and allows no
loophole for  evasion.    The Master-pupil  relationship,  in  a
regular Tradition, is something far transcending the actual
personalities concerned.   The chain is more important than any
single link.   If some of the links are made of baser metal, it
matters little, provided that they hold.   Moreover a man may
have something infinitely precious to communicate and yet
suffer from weakness and even grave faults.    A professor of
mathematics need not be reckoned less qualified for his job by
the fact that he drinks or is unfaithful to his wife.   An observed
fault of character does not, in the Tibetan's opinion, invalidate
the truth of a man's doctrine, which, in spite of his personal
failings, he may be correctly transmitting according to the
tradition which he has himself received.   Conversely, there
may be flaws in the lessons imparted by men of the highest
private virtue; care must at all times be exercised against letting
the scales be weighed down by irrelevant moral considerations.
It must not be forgotten that the teaching is not presented
in the guise of a dogma to be accepted as of Faith, as might
occur in a doctrine taking on the special " religious " form:
here the actual realization of the doctrine by the pupil, is, for
him,  the ultimate  authority.    A doctrine  is  handed  down
through the personal teacher, the Root-Lama as he is called;
but Knowledge springs into being within the pupil himself.
"Be ye lamps unto yourselves," the Buddha said repeatedly.
And to His cousin and beloved pupil Ananda, He gave this